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GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE 

By Phil Beach  

To the Underground Church in China 

 

Father, we thank You so much for Your presence. We thank You for Your Son, Lord. The delight 

of Your heart. We thank You for the precious Holy Spirit, Who loves to make much of the Blessed 

Son of God. We pray for your release to occur today, Lord. We pray that light will shine from the 

face of Jesus and illuminate the eyes of our heart and enable us to see in ever increasing measure 

and clarity the immensity and vastness of Christ Himself. We trust You to do this. Amen. 

 

Let’s begin in opening our Bibles to the book of Philippians. We’re going to begin in the book of 

Philippians and we’re going to read together starting in chapter 1, verse 27 to chapter 2 verse 13.  

27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see 

you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 

striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

 28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, 

but to you of salvation, and that of God.  

 29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 

his sake;  

 30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.  

Philippians 2 

 1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 

Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,  

 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  
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 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 

better than themselves.  

 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  

 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  

 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 

the likeness of men:  

 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 

even the death of the cross.  

 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  

 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 

things under the earth;  

 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

Now we’re going to connect this reading with 2nd Timothy chapter 1. We’re going to begin in 

verse 7 and read through to verse 10. 

7For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  

 8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou 

partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  
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 9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 

began,  

 10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 

death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: (KJV) 

We’re going to begin here in 2nd Timothy, and then we’re going to eventually work our way back 

to Philippians. But just a little bit of history first. Paul was no doubt in prison when he wrote this 

epistle. At 2nd Timothy chapter 1 verse 8 you can see. He was writing to what he called to be his 

beloved son. 2nd Timothy 1:1-2. Paul was an old man. He called himself an old man. Because of 

the work of God in Paul’s life, the man Paul was reduced to one and one thing only: he had been 

conquered by Christ. He had no other aspiration than Christ. He didn’t consider things how they 

affected the man Paul. He didn’t make plans that related to how they benefited Paul. He had 

become a prisoner of Jesus Christ. We’re looking at a man here who has nothing but Christ. In 

Philippians he indicated, another prison epistle, for the sake of Christ he had lost all things. Not 

only did he lose all things, but he considered all things to be rubbish and trash. We’re not dealing 

with a novice. We’re not touching a young believer here who is yet divided between serving the 

Lord and serving his own interests. We’re also touching, when we read this epistle, a man who was 

expecting any day his execution. This is a man who was facing death. Everything had faded from 

his eyes. He was truly a prisoner of Jesus Christ. And he writes to a young man whom he loves 

very much because he’s concerned. He’s concerned because he wants the deposit that was put into 

him communicated to others. And so he draws out of the heart of God this information for his last 

epistle that he wrote. And he thanked God for his dear son Timothy. And he thanked God that he 

recognized in Timothy a genuine faith that was in his grandmother and his mother. And then in 

verse 6 we see God beginning to speak through this vessel to this young man. And he says, “I want 

to put you in remembrance.” Paul was saying,” Timothy, you must remember.  You must 

remember, Timothy, what God put into me that I demonstrated to you. You must remember, 

Timothy, the gift, the grace, the call of God that is in your life.” Paul actually says to fan into 

flame this gift, this grace of God. Paul here is seeking to awaken into Timothy the understanding 

of the immense calling that was upon his life. This calling costs Paul his life. This calling is more 

than just being a Christian and finding a nice church to attend. This calling is more than just 
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working for the Lord. All may have its place, but the immensity of this calling far supersedes that. 

We’ll see what that calling is as we walk through these Scriptures, but we’ll continue in verse 7. 

Paul tells Timothy, “God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind.” Paul recognized that the temptation that Timothy was wrestling with was the spirit of 

fear; the fear of drawing back for whatever reason. Maybe it was the fear of being rejected by men.  

Maybe it was the fear of being misunderstood by people.  Maybe it was the fear of losing his 

reputation. Whatever the reason Paul warned young Timothy, “…God has not given us the spirit of 

fear…” God’s heart to us today in this little Scripture, we must be reminded of the immense 

calling that we have been called to. Our brother spoke about this calling this morning: this great 

calling from one kind of humanity to an altogether different kind of humanity. The calling of 

coming out from one kind of humanity, being created into another kind of Humanity. Oh dear 

friends, Christianity is so much more than just trying to serve God or being involved in activities. 

Christianity is a transition. Christianity is being translated out of one kingdom into Another 

Kingdom. This is the deposit that God put into Paul. When Paul met Jesus Christ in Acts chapter 9, 

he saw in the face of Jesus Christ a Man in Whom the righteousness and glory of God was 

perfected, and when he saw that Man in Glory, his own righteousness was devastated.  Putting 

hope and confidence in his religion was destroyed. When he saw this great light in the face of 

Jesus Christ, Paul came to an end. All of his righteousness according to the law became in his own 

eyes rubbish. Paul was a very zealous man. He was a Pharisee. He had a blameless righteousness 

according to the law. He was an esteemed teacher. He had a very good reputation. All of these 

things meant very much to Paul, but when he saw Jesus he gathered together all of those things 

that meant so much to him. All that Saul of Tarsus was, all of his blameless righteousness before 

the law, all of the praise and honor and respect that he had as a religious leader. He gathered it all 

together and put a title on it: Rubbish; worthless to God, filthy in the eyes of God, altogether 

unclean. Has that happened to us?  When we see Jesus in ever increasing capacity, it will happen 

to us. Paul became a hated and despised man. Can you imagine that going from being a man that 

was loved and esteemed to a hated and despised man? It was because he met the Man in Glory. He 

truly met this Man, and he was devastated. He was brought to zero. He could no longer boast or 

trust in anything that he could do. In that death and devastation, God opened up his spiritual eyes, 

gave him the Holy Spirit. Once his eyes were opened, he saw one Man and one Man only for the 

rest of his life: the Man Christ Jesus in all of His glory, in all of His exhortation, in all of His moral 
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perfection. That Man ruined all of Paul’s pride! That Man ruined all of Paul’s religion! That Man 

ruined all of Paul’s righteousness that he was seeking to obtain through upholding rules and laws. 

That Man ruined all of the rituals and all of the religious activities that Paul was doing in hopes 

that he could gain something. Brothers and Sisters this Man Christ Jesus ruined Paul permanently. 

This is Christianity!  In his ruin and devastation God opened his eyes! Before his eyes were 

opened, Paul was in love with himself. He was infatuated with himself. He was continuously 

looking at how well he was doing before God. The man that Paul had in view before he met Jesus 

was the one he saw in the mirror every morning. But when he met the Man in Glory, his eyes were 

opened and he saw God’s perfected Man.  It’s this man Paul who is now talking to us, a prisoner of 

Jesus Christ awaiting his soon execution, forsaken by everyone.  The Bible says that Demas was a 

man that traveled with Paul for a short time.  As a matter of fact in 2nd Timothy, chapter 4, verse 

10, Paul tells us about Demas.  We can read verse 10, “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved 

this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.”  

Now Demas had traveled with Paul.  He had sat under the ministry of Paul. He had heard excellent 

teachings.  No doubt he had also heard the teachings of other apostles too.  But something 

happened to Demas.  The word Demas literally means popular.  The name Demas reveals 

something about the man Demas.  The Bible says that Demas forsook Paul, having loved this 

present world and departed to Thessalonica.  So why did Demas for awhile follow Paul and then 

eventually forsake Paul?  What was Paul doing?  Why did Demas forsake Paul?  It doesn’t say 

Demas forsook the Lord. iit says Demas forsook Paul.  I’m sure there was a church in 

Thessalonica.  Demas probably went there, but why did he forsake Paul?  What was happening in 

Paul’s life?  Didn’t Paul say that he at one time was very popular?  He was loved by a lot of 

people.  He was esteemed by a lot of people.  But when Paul met the Man in Glory, he lost his 

popularity because Paul was delivered from himself. And his life became a passion governed by 

one desire.  Paul’s one desire was that the Man in Glory would be seen through his mortal body.  

Paul was no longer interested in revealing who he was as Saul of Tarsus.  He saw Saul of Tarsus 

had been buried in Christ’s death.  That man Saul died.  That man wants popularity.  Just like 

Demas wanted popularity.  Just like we all, in our human nature, want popularity.  We want to be 

accepted by others.  We want to be loved by others.  But Paul met a Man Who wasn’t interested in 

being popular.  The Man Christ Jesus does one thing alone.  He reveals the exact representation of 

His Father’s moral likeness: Brilliant Light. And so when Saul met this Man, his one passion 
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became revealing Him.  If that meant losing everything so be it.  If that meant being pursued by 

Judiazer’s and men that hated him, so be it.  If that meant being stoned and beaten with rods and 

persecuted, so be it.  Paul wasn’t living on the basis of who he was in his old man.  He was living 

on the basis of Who Christ was in and through him.  And so why did Demas forsake Paul?  Demas 

forsook Paul having loved this present world and he went to Thessalonica because he was offended 

at the Man Christ Jesus living through Paul.  And so we’re starting to see the kind of man that was 

writing to young Timothy.  And this is why Paul said, “Timothy, God has not given us the spirit of 

fear; but of power, and of love, and of self-control.”   

Now verse 8 begins to again unveil the heart of Paul.  Notice what he says in verse 8.  “Be 

not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner.”  Notice how Paul 

used both the testimony of the Lord, nor of me his prisoner.  Paul had come into a union with 

Christ in so much that the sufferings that Paul was going through were the direct result of the 

measure of the stature of Christ that was working through Paul.  Paul was living in a functional, 

operational way the Manhood, the Humanity of the Glorified Man.  Paul’s deepest longing was 

that Timothy would not draw back from laying hold of the full calling of God!  That is connected 

to manifesting the full measure of Jesus Christ!  Because it’s that full measure of Christ being 

formed in our lives that results in the persecution and the trouble that we go through.  Paul said, 

“But be a partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel according to the power of God.”  “…The 

afflictions of the Gospel…”  The Gospel being the good news that Christ is not only the Savior and 

forgives us our sins, but the full Gospel which includes becoming new creations in Christ and it is 

now His life that is revealed through our mortal bodies.  In verse 9, “Who has saved us and called 

us with a holy calling.  Not according to our works, but according to his own purpose which was 

given us in Christ before the world began.”  And so here the aging Paul is laying hold of his 

spiritual son.  He is reaching into eternity past and reminding Timothy of the nature and magnitude 

of the calling that Timothy was participating in, the calling that was in Christ before the foundation 

of the world.  This calling was in the heart of God before anything was created.  It is a holy calling.  

And we are saved with this purpose in view.  Remember we are saved with a purpose and our need 

is to see the purpose of why we are saved more and more.  And verse 10, “But is now made 

manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ.”  And so this great holy purpose was 

revealed through the appearing of Jesus Christ, Who has abolished death and has brought life and 
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immortality to light through the Gospel.  What an immense calling.  We need to see this calling.  

We need to meditate upon God’s Word so that the comprehensive depth of this calling grips our 

hearts.  This is the heart of this epistle.  And Paul was concerned for his young son because it’s 

possible to fall short of laying hold of this holy calling.  What happened to Demas is possible to 

happen to any of us, forsaking the calling, forsaking the affliction and the persecution that comes 

from the calling.  Brothers and sisters, if we have given our allegiance to anything other than the 

Man in Glory and His purpose, there will become a conflict on that day.  We cannot participate in 

the immensity of God’s call in Christ and at the same time have allegiance anywhere other than on 

Him.  God will challenge and search each one of our hearts, and He will demand that our 

allegiances be to Him alone.  God is committed to one thing and one thing alone: God has 

committed Himself to His Son alone. Brothers and sisters this Christianity is not about us!  It’s not 

about our religion or our denomination!  It’s not about our traditions.  It’s not about our programs 

or what we can put together.  God is not committed to these things.  When Paul was struck down 

with a light, he didn’t meet these things!  He didn’t meet a religion He didn’t meet rules and 

regulations.  It wasn’t a new Judaism that was introduced.  It wasn’t a better reformed religion of 

the Jews.  It was a Man Christ Jesus. God introduces a Man.  There is no other allegiance that God 

will accept.  Any thing other than devotion to and the expression of the Man is destined to burn. It 

is combustible.  So Jesus Christ manifests the holy purpose of God.  If our Christianity, listen 

closely, consists of anything other than Jesus Christ and the growing expression of Who He is in 

Divine Nature through us, it will be shaken to pieces and destroyed.  Remember Jesus Christ.  

Nothing else.  That’s Christianity.  That’s what this old man, Paul, is weeping about.  He’s saying, 

“Timothy, don’t let it turn into a form!  Don’t let it turn into a ritual!  Don’t let it turn into a 

polished ceremony!  Don’t let it turn into the natural man trying to serve God by becoming 

religious!  Timothy, guard the deposit that was put in you!  Timothy, don’t draw back in fear!  

Timothy, keep focused. Keep your eyes on Jesus Christ!  Timothy, God’s eternal purpose is about 

Jesus Christ!  Timothy, be alert and be diligent!  It’s all about Him.”  So this is the deposit that 

Paul is seeking to give to his young son.  This is the deposit that God is seeking to give to us.  But 

it’s costly.  Brothers and sisters, it will cost us everything.  Now let’s turn our Bibles to 

Philippians.  The book of Philippians was a book that Paul wrote when he also was in prison.  Just 

a note here in passing; Paul’s imprisonment was a time in Paul’s life that defined a very specific 

work.  When Paul was imprisoned in Rome, all that God intended Paul to see when he first saw 
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Jesus way back in Acts chapter 9 all that he intended Paul to see in the face of Jesus Christ was 

gathered together, matured, and came to completion.  And so the prison epistles are very unique in 

that they represent a completed revelation of all that God intended in His Son Jesus Christ.  And so 

there’s an amazing deposit that this man by the power of the Holy Spirit gives us in the epistles.  

And so when we read the epistles that were written in prison we’re reading epistles from a man 

whose heart is burdened.   He has nothing left!  There’s nothing to give!  He has nothing to say, 

except Jesus Christ, the revelation of God in His Son and the corporate body which is one with 

Him.  Nothing else.  And the practical outworking of the life of Christ in the body so that all of 

Christ is, is fully expressed through the body!  Paul has nothing else to offer.  He has nothing else 

to say.  He’s not interested in anything else.  He has no interesting subjects to talk about.  He 

doesn’t come up with methods or programs or methodologies to do the work of God.  He’s been 

reduced to one passion: Christ corporately manifested in His church, which is His body.  And so 

that one governing purpose defines all of Paul’s prison epistles.  You read each one and each one 

has as its essential substance that theme.  And so God is bringing us to this place.  He has nothing 

else to say.  He has said it all in His Son.  And so Paul here loves these believers here in Philippi, 

but he has the same heart when he wrote Second Timothy.  He has a concern.  He has a concern 

that the Philippians would continue on in their pursuit of the Man in Glory.  He doesn’t want them 

to fall short and become side-tracked.  He doesn’t want them to start running off in different 

directions and lose focus on the Man in Glory.  And we can see that in Chapter 1 before we get to 

the section where we already read that he begins in verse 9 of Chapter 1.  He begins to pray for 

them that their love would begin to abound more and more.  You see, Paul is concerned with 

increase.  He doesn’t want their Christianity to become stagnant.  The church is the fullness of Him 

that fills all in all.  Our identity as the church is not a religious system.  Our identity as the church 

is not a denomination.  Our identity as the church is not in a particular spiritual leader or a 

particular spiritual father.  Our identity as the church is the Head, Christ Himself!  And this is not 

just the doctrine objectively, Christ the head of the church, although that’s true.  But it is a growing 

active participation of the fullness of the Head in our lives.  And we must guard against anything 

and everything that hinders or side-tracks us from that single focus.  Where is our identity today?  

Are we drinking from the rivers of living water flowing from the Head?  Or are we trying hard to 

build a religion?  We can’t have both.  And so Paul is groaning for INCREASE, INCREASE, 

INCREASE!  Remember what John the Baptist said, ‘I must decrease, and He must increase.”  
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Increase cannot happen if we get side-tracked.  Increase cannot happen if we get distracted and 

begin to derive our identity from something other than Christ.  Now our Christian religion can 

continue.  Our outward form can continue.  And we can learn to make things work smoothly.  But 

increase is significantly hindered and at times stopped.  And so this is what Paul is praying here in 

verse 9. “…that your love would grow more and more…” But he’s not talking about a fuzzy 

feeling here.  He’s talking about a love that is capacitated with the ability to have knowledge and 

judgment.  Now remember Paul is writing as a man who has been reduced down to zero.  He has 

nothing in view but the Man in Glory.  Paul has no way to define the church except in one way.  

The church is Christ in corporate expression, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  And so when 

Paul is praying, “I want your love to grow and grow with the capacity to have full knowledge and 

judgment.”  He is referring specifically to this revelation.  I want you to approve those things that 

are excellent.  Or I want you to approve those things that have come through the fire and have 

remained.  In other words Paul is saying, “I want you to have spiritual eyes, and with these 

spiritual eyes, I want you to be able to look at your lives, I want you to look at your families, I 

want you to look at your assembly.  And I want you to be able to see what is according to Christ.  

And what is not according to Christ.  What is there that is the expression of the Man in Glory, and 

what is there that is not the expression of the Man in Glory.  And I want you to depart from all that 

is not according to Christ.  I don’t want you to touch what is not according to Christ!  I don’t want 

you to associate with what is not according to Christ.”  Inherent within this, Paul is saying, “Every 

father, I want you to pray for spiritual sight and I want you to look and examine your family.  And 

in love and tenderness but in firmness and boldness I want you to declare to your family that which 

is according to Christ and that which is not.  I want you to define for your family the reason why 

we exist as a family so that Christ might be living His life through our mortal bodies.  All the 

selfishness of the natural man is ruled out at Calvary.”  This is the discernment that Paul was 

praying that these Philippians would grow in.  Their discernment was starting to lack a little bit.  

They were beginning to permit divisions and strife among them.  They were getting off the ground 

of Christ and on the ground of the natural man.  They were losing sight of the holy calling that 

Paul talked about in Second Timothy.  And so Paul says, “…with a love that has the capacity to 

know and judge, what is coming out from Christ what is truly of and by him in our lives and what 

is not. Then we’re able to approve those things that are excellent.  Those things that have passed 

the test and have been proven to be the genuine lasting life of Jesus Christ, that you may be sincere 
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and without offense on the day of Christ.”  You see beloved being without offense is directly 

related to the fullness of Christ in our lives.  Because when God brings that day of assessment and 

judgment to our lives when Christ comes and stands in our midst as the Son of Man, He’s going to 

evaluate everything by one standard.  Not a religious rule.  Not how smooth our religious format 

was.  That has nothing to do with it!  Not our allegiance to a denomination.  God looks for one 

thing and one thing alone: where is my Son and how much of his measure, his moral measure, is 

manifesting in our lives?  Period.  He’s not interested in any other humanity. He won’t put his 

blessing on any other humanity.  There is only one Righteous One.  He’s the Anointed One.  He’s 

the Sanctifier.  He’s the Beloved Son that God is well pleased with.  And it is He that is the Author 

and Substance of the new creation.  And it is His life and presence that makes the church.  And it is 

his fullness in the church that defines God’s burden for this last hour.  God has one mission in His 

heart: the church emptied of everything that is not according to Christ so that it becomes the vessel 

in and through whom the fullness of the Man in Glory is displayed.  That is the governing mindset 

in all of Paul’s epistles. That was his mindset in the very beginning.  Even when he wrote to 

Thessalonians, the first letter.  But as he went on with the Lord, and he suffered, and he had other 

revelations from the Lord, this one passion dilated and dilated and dilated. And it came to a head 

when Paul was imprisoned at this time in his life.  And he gathered it all together and deposited it 

into these epistles.  And so when we read these epistles, that is what is in view.  Everything we 

read in the epistles is governed by and in relation to that all important truth.  And so verse 11 as a 

result, “we are filled with the fruits of righteousness which are upon Jesus Christ unto the glory 

and praise of God.”  Now in light of that turn your Bibles to Philippians chapter 1 verse 27.  Paul 

was just overflowing with this revelation with the Man in Glory.  Brothers and sisters,  you are not 

called to try and live this Christian life in your own strength and energy.  Oh I just sense that God 

wants to emancipate us from this burden of trying so hard to be a Christian; trying to make our 

Christian religion work.  May God deliver us from this mindset.  May God deliver us from this 

bondage.  Listen carefully everyone; Christianity is not man trying to please God.  Christianity is 

God finding all his pleasure in the Man, Christ Jesus.  If the eyes of your heart are still looking at 

you, pray for a holy emancipation today.  Pray for liberation to come.  God wants to liberate us 

today from trying to live this Christian life and from seeing our failures and struggles and 

bondages and all that.  He wants the eyes of our heart to see His Son.  In a minute we’re going to 

see Paul turning the eyes of the Philippians back on the Son.  He’s saying there’s strife and a little 
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bit of jealousy in your midst.  You’re coming off the ground of the Son.  You’re slowly being 

deceived.  You need your eyes back on the Son.  Don’t allow the serpent to deceive you.  Watch 

the poison of the snake.  Oh, brothers and sisters, it is in Christ.  He is my righteousness and yours.  

You don’t have to find it in yourself!  Maybe you just said it to your husband or wife, “I’m such a 

failure.”  Who has said that recently?  “I’m such a failure.”  Here’s what God says, “I know.  But I 

have One that is not a failure!  It is my Son the Lord Jesus Christ!  And in Him is your 

righteousness.  In Him is your power to do what is right.”  Take your eyes off yourselves beloved!  

God has found a Man.  I feel like heralding this to all the world.  The good news is this; the 

mystery of the Gospel, the Good News that Jesus came to preach. The Good News that the apostles 

preached.  God has found a Man in Him is all the righteousness of God.  In Him is all that God 

was ever looking for.  The burden for mankind to try and find righteousness has been abolished in 

Jesus Christ!  The burden to try and be right with God by devoting yourself to a religion has been 

abolished in Jesus Christ!  Jesus says, “Come unto Me all who are weary and heavy laden!  Come 

to Me you who are burdened with trying to please Me!  You who feel the weight of guilt and 

condemnation come to Me!”  This is the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  “Come to 

Me…” and Jesus says, “…and I give you rest.”  Really what He’s saying is “I will become your 

rest.”  All your life you’ve looked for an righteousness and you’ve defined it by what you could 

and couldn’t do, but that comes to an end when we see Jesus.  It’s not me trying to find 

righteousness in myself.  It’s me finally coming to the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus: a 

Perfect Righteousness, the ONLY righteousness that God accepts.  Verse 27 “Only let your way of 

life be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you or else be absent I 

may hear of your affairs and you stand fast in one spirit with one mind striving together for the 

faith of the Gospel.”  How is our way of life to be pleasing and to be appropriate for those who 

have embraced the Gospel?  Simply Paul is saying, “Let your life be according to Christ. Let your 

life be derived from the fullness of that Man in Glory.”  If we get off the ground of deriving our 

life from Christ, then we will not hold fast in one spirit and one mind, but divisions will come in. 

Denominations will be built.  We’ll begin to get our little favorites.  “We’re of this one and we’re 

of that one.”  “I’m of this brother and I’m of that brother.”  And that is not the ground of Christ!  

That’s the ground of the natural man!  That’s the birth of religion!  It may have the appearance of 

Godliness.  It may have the appearance of righteousness, but it is not according to Christ!  And it 

will burn on the day of visitation!  It will turn into ashes on the day of fire!  Only what is according 
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to Christ passes through the fire and remains.  And so this is Paul’s great burden for these dear 

friends.  And so Paul is now going to introduce in chapter 2 the revelation of Christ.  The believers 

in Philippi need to be stirred unto fullness.  And so the Holy Spirit masterfully shows Paul what to 

do.  Whenever we need fullness, whenever we need to be delivered from a static spiritual state, 

whenever we need to recover from spiritual decline, God’s Spirit will always re-introduce us to the 

Man, Christ Jesus.  And so Paul begins now by saying, “Therefore if there’s any consolation in 

Christ, any comfort of love or any fellowship of the Spirit, bring my joy to completion that you be 

like-minded.”  Now he’s touching on like-mindedness again.  In chapter 1 in verse 27 he talked 

about it.  And he’s touching on it again.  He’s concerned about this.  He doesn’t want fullness to be 

hindered.  He wants to see the fullness of God’s intention realized in these believers, but He knows 

it can’t happen apart from them reestablishing themselves under the Headship of Christ.  Fullness 

comes from the Head not from devotion to a denomination.  Not from a devotion to an external 

Christian religion.  Fullness only comes from a living organic relatedness to the Head, Christ 

Jesus.  And continuing drawing from that fullness and assimilating that into our lives by the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  That must be what we’re doing in our homes!  That must be what we’re doing 

when we gather together!  That must be what we’re doing when we’re driving in the car!  In the 

midst of practical issues, practical problems we are learning to draw from the fullness of Christ and 

grow in His capacity. Whatever we’re doing, if that’s not happening, it is worthless to God.  

Worthless!  One thing matters to God: the fullness of His Son.  And now Paul begins to introduce, 

we’re bringing this to a close, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory…”  Now the Greek 

says this, “Nothing! Not even one thing!” be done through strife or vainglory.  Who’s the author of 

strife and vainglory?  It’s that natural man that was ruled out at Calvary!  So why’s the Holy Spirit 

now bringing it up?  He’s showing his ugly head and God’s about to introduce the solution.  “But 

in lowliness of mind let each esteems others better than themselves.”  Now that is the spiritual 

reality of the New Humanity.  That is not something the old humanity can do.  You can try as hard 

as you want, but in your flesh you’ll never esteem others better than yourselves.  You may say it 

with your mouth, but it’s not true.  So here we see a contrast between an old humanity and a New 

Humanity, and God is ruling out the old and bringing into preeminence the New.  “Look not every 

man on his own interests, but every man also on the interests of others.”  Oh, how do we do this?  

How is this going to happen?  Verse 5 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”  

You see what the Holy Spirit is doing?  God’s solution to this potential problem is a rediscovery of 
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the fullness that is in this Man, Christ Jesus and the kind of Humanity in Him!  That Humanity 

must find continual ascendancy in our mortal bodies.  And the rest of the verses simply describe 

what that Humanity is and what it did in obedience to the will of God.  And now as we bring this 

to a close, let’s read verses 12 and 13. 

 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

God’s answer to that old humanity that was beginning to corrupt the testimony of Christ was a 

presentation of the Humanity of the Man in Glory.  And it is in that context that verses 12 and 13 

are to be understood.  In light of this Humanity, work out (verse 12) your own salvation with fear 

and trembling.  What is Paul saying here?  Is this a call to works?  Absolutely not!  It is a call to 

work out through faith and through the power of the Holy Spirit that Humanity of Christ in and 

through our mortal bodies.  To rule out the old man, to rule out the deeds of the natural man, so 

that we may grow more and more and more into the full expression of all the moral attributes of 

that Man in Glory.  How is this possible?  Verse 13, “For it is God Who is continually working in 

you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”  That’s why God is working in us, “both to will 

and to do of His good pleasure.”  And His good pleasure is Christ in all of His fullness displayed in 

living stones called the Church of Jesus Christ.  Let’s bow our hearts. 

Lord, we bow in Your presence.  We commit Your heart to the Holy Spirit.  Do what only You can 

do and make real to us the deposit of Your Word, resulting in the fruit that pleases You by Jesus 

Christ.  For the glory and honor of His Name we pray these things, Father.  Amen. 


